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Admission to law school is highly competitive.  Law school prepares students to understand and work with legal 
systems by developing their abilities to write and speak persuasively, anticipate consequences, and use creative and 
analytical problem solving skills.  Most law school graduates practice law; but a legal education is very flexible, 
providing training for any number of professions. 
 
The Juris Doctor, or JD, is the most common degree conferred by law schools. All American Bar Association 
approved law schools usually require 3 years of full-time study to earn a JD.  Some law schools also offer part-time 
programs that generally take 4 to 5 years to complete.  In addition, many schools offer joint degrees.  A JD/MBA or 
JD/MA may take 4-5 years to complete, but generally takes less time to complete than completing the two degrees 
separately.  
 
Choosing an Undergraduate Major 
“Pre-law” is not a major at universities.  You should give careful consideration to your choice of major and select an 
area of study that interests you.  Law schools do not require or prefer any particular major; they look for an 
undergraduate educational background that sharpens analytical reasoning and writing skills.  However, students 
should select an appropriate major that could lead to an alternative career, if necessary.   
 
Students with good skills before entering law school will be better prepared to manage the demands of their law 
school courses. Therefore, take challenging courses that require extensive writing, reading, research, and critical 
analysis, regardless of whether these courses are in your field of study. Participating in extracurricular activities or 
research projects can also develop your critical thinking abilities.  
 
Law School Selection Criteria 

• GPA in terms of overall college grades is a major factor in the selection process. 
• All American Bar Association approved law schools require the Law School Admission Test (LSAT).  

The LSAT is a standardized test that assesses your reading comprehension, analytical reasoning, logical 
reasoning, and your writing through a writing sample.  This is a major factor in the selection process. 

• Law School Data Assembly Service (LSDAS) report standardizes your grades and sends them as a part 
of a report to the law schools you want to attend.  Almost all American Bar Association approved law 
schools require applicants to use the LSDAS. Your LDSAS subscription is good for 12 months.   

• Letters of recommendation from professors, people who know you well, or employers who can attest to 
you analytical and logical reasoning skills. 

• The personal statement is a sample of your ability to write clearly and consciously.  It is also an 
opportunity for you to tell the admissions committee about yourself.  Most schools do not conduct 
interviews; therefore, the statement represents an opportunity for you to present yourself as more than just a 
GPA and an LSAT score.  

 
Recommended Websites 
Law School Admissions Council    http://www.lsac.org/ 
Official Guide to ABA Approved Law Schools http://officialguide.lsac.org/ 
UC Berkeley Career Center   http://career.berkeley.edu/Law/Law.stm 
 
Select Law School Websites 
Loyola Law School    http://www.lls.edu/ 
Pepperdine University    http://law.pepperdine.edu/ 
University of California, Berkeley   http://www.law.berkeley.edu/ 
University of California, Los Angeles  http://www.law.ucla.edu/home/ 
University of Southern California   http://lawweb.usc.edu/ 
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There is no single path that will prepare you for a legal education. Students who are successful in law school, and who become 
accomplished professionals, come from many walks of life and educational backgrounds. Some law students enter law school 
directly from their undergraduate studies without having had any post-baccalaureate work experience. Others begin their legal 
education significantly later in life, and they bring to their law school education the insights and perspectives gained from those 
life experiences. Legal education welcomes and values diversity and you will benefit from the exchange of ideas and different 
points of view that your colleagues will bring to the classroom. 
 
Undergraduate Education: 
The ABA does not recommend any undergraduate majors or group of courses to prepare for a legal education. Students are 
admitted to law school from almost every academic discipline. You may choose to major in subjects that are considered to be 
traditional preparation for law school, such as history, English, philosophy, political science, economics or business, or you may 
focus your undergraduate studies in areas as diverse as art, music, science and mathematics, computer science, engineering, 
nursing or education. Whatever major you select, you are encouraged to pursue an area of study that interests and challenges 
you, while taking advantage of opportunities to develop your research and writing skills. Taking a broad range of difficult courses 
from demanding instructors is excellent preparation for legal education.  
 
A sound legal education will build upon and further refine the skills, values and knowledge that you already possess. The student 
who comes to law school lacking a broad range of basic skills and knowledge will face a difficult challenge. 

Pre-Law Advisor: 
Undergraduate institutions often assign a person to act as an advisor to current and former students who are interested in 
pursuing a legal education. That individual can help you with researching and identifying law schools to which you may want to 
apply. If you are still attending undergraduate school, your prelaw advisor can be helpful in selecting courses that can help you 
achieve your goal.  
Core Skills and Values: 

* Analytic / Problem Solving Skills 
* Critical Reading 
* Writing Skills  
* Oral Communication / Listening Abilities  
* General Research Skills  
* Task Organization / Management Skills  
* Public Service and Promotion of Justice 

There are important skills and values, and significant bodies of knowledge that you can acquire prior to law school and that will 
provide a sound foundation for a legal education. These include analytic and problem-solving skills , critical reading abilities, 
writing skills, oral communication and listening abilities, general research skills, task organization and management skills, and 
the values of serving faithfully the interests of others while also promoting justice. If you wish to prepare adequately for a legal 
education, and for a career in law or for other professional service that involves the use of lawyering skills, you should seek 
educational, extra-curricular and life experiences that will assist you in developing those attributes. Some brief comments about 
each of the listed skills and values follow. 

Analytic / Problem Solving Skills 
You should seek courses and other experiences that will engage you in critical thinking about important issues, challenge your 
beliefs and improve your tolerance for uncertainty. Your legal education will demand that you structure and evaluate arguments 
for and against propositions that are susceptible to reasoned debate. Good legal education will teach you to "think like a lawyer", 
but the analytic and problem solving skills required of lawyers are not fundamentally different from those employed by other 
professionals. Your law school experience will develop and refine those crucial skills, but you must enter law school with a 
reasonably well developed set of analytic and problem solving abilities. 
 
Critical Reading Abilities 
Preparation for legal education should include substantial experience at close reading and critical analysis of complex textual 
material, for much of what you will do as a law student and lawyer involves careful reading and comprehension of judicial 
opinions, statues, documents, and other written materials. As with the other skills discussed in this Statement, you can develop 
your critical reading ability in a wide range of experiences, including the close reading of complex material in literature, political or 
economic theory, philosophy, or history. The particular nature of the materials examined is not crucial; what is important is that 
law school should not be the first time that you are rigorously engaged in the enterprise of carefully reading and understanding, 
and critically analyzing, complex written material of substantial length.  
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Writing Skills 
As you seek to prepare for a legal education, you should develop a high degree of skill at written communication. Language is 
the most important tool of a lawyer, and lawyers must learn to express themselves clearly and concisely.  
 
Legal education will provide you with good training in writing, and particularly in the specific techniques and forms of written 
expression that are common in the law. Fundamental writing skills, however, must be acquired and refined before you enter law 
school. You should seek as many experiences as possible that will require rigorous and analytical writing, including preparing 
original pieces of substantial length and revising written work in response to constructive criticism. 
 
Oral Communication and Listening Abilities 
The ability to speak clearly and persuasively is another skill that is essential to your success in law school and the practice of 
law. You must also have excellent listening skills if you are to understand your clients and others with whom you will interact 
daily. As with writing skills, legal education provides excellent opportunities for refining oral communication skills, and particularly 
for practicing the forms and techniques of oral expression that are most common in the practice of law. Before coming to law 
school, however, you should seek to develop your basic speaking and listening skills, such as by engaging in debate, making 
formal presentations in class, or speaking before groups in school, the community, or the workplace. 
 
General Research Skills 
Although there are many research sources and techniques that are specific to the law, you do not have to have developed any 
familiarity with these specific skills or materials before entering law school. However, it would be to your advantage to come to 
law school having had the experience of undertaking a project that requires significant library research and the analysis of large 
amounts of information obtained from that research. The ability to use a personal computer is also necessary for law students, 
both for word processing and for computerized legal research. 

Task Organization and Management Skills 
To study and practice law, you are going to need to be able to organize large amounts of information, identify objectives, and 
create a structure for applying that information in an efficient way in order to achieve desired results. Many law school courses, 
for example, are graded primarily on the basis of one examination at the end of the course, and many projects in the practice of 
law require the compilation of large amounts of information from a wide variety of sources. You are going to need to be able to 
prepare and assimilate large amounts of information in an effective and efficient manner. Some of the requisite experience can 
be obtained through undertaking school projects that require substantial research and writing, or through the preparation of major 
reports for an employer, a school, or a civic organization. 
 
The Values of Serving Others and Promoting Justice 
Each member of the legal profession should be dedicated both to the objectives of serving others honestly, competently, and 
responsibly, and to the goals of improving fairness and the quality of justice in the legal system. If you are thinking of entering the 
legal profession, you should seek some significant experience, before coming to law school, in which you may devote substantial 
effort toward assisting others. Participation in public service projects or similar efforts at achieving objectives established for 
common purposes can be particularly helpful. 
 
General Knowledge 
In addition to the fundamental skills and values listed above, there are some basic areas of knowledge that are helpful to a legal 
education and to the development of a competent lawyer. Some of the types of knowledge that would maximize your ability to 
benefit from a legal education include: 
 
* A broad understanding of history, including the various factors (social, political, economic, and cultural) that have influenced the 
development of our society in the United States. 
* A fundamental understanding of political thought and of the contemporary American political system. 
* Some basic mathematical and financial skills, such as an understanding of basic pre-calculus mathematics and an ability to 
analyze financial data. 
* A basic understanding of human behavior and social interaction. 
* An understanding of diverse cultures within and beyond the United States, of international institutions and issues, of world 
events, and of the increasing interdependence of the nations and communities within our world. 

Conclusion 
The skills, values and knowledge discussed in this Statement may be acquired in a wide variety 
of ways. You may take undergraduate, graduate, or even high school courses that can assist you 
in acquiring much of this information. You may also gain much of this background through self-
learning by reading, in the workplace, or through various other life experiences. 


